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THE HARDENING OF PHARAOH’S HEART 
The descriptions of Pharaoh’s reaction to each of the ten plagues leads one to question the interplay of free will and 
predetermination in his decisions. On God’s first encounter with Moses He says (Exodus 4:21), “and I will harden ( 
ה) his heart.” Later He says (Exodus 7:3), “and I will harden (ֲאַחֵּז֣ק  Pharaoh’s heart”. Those who argue that Pharaoh (ַאְקֶׁש֖
did not have free will, that his actions were preordained, point to these verses as their proof. Rashi is forced to comment 
on this, rationalizing that “since he (Pharaoh) has wickedly resisted Me, and it is manifest to Me that the heathen 
nations find no spiritual satisfaction in setting their whole heart to return to Me penitently, it is better that his heart 
should be hardened in order that My signs may be multiplied against him so that you may recognize My divine power.” 
 
Nonetheless, Rashi goes on to note, “Nevertheless, in the case of the first five plagues it is not stated “The Lord 
hardened Pharaoh’s heart, but “Pharaoh’s heart was hardened.” So let’s look at the sequence of the ten plagues and 
Pharaoh’s responses to observe closely the interplay of these forces. 
 
Pre plagues: In Exodus 7 Moses meets Pharaoh, turns his staff into a snake, Pharaoh’s magicians do likewise, Moses’s 
snake eats the magicians’ snakes, and Pharaoh reacts: Exodus 7:13 “And Pharaoh’s heart was hardened (ַוּיֱֶחזַק ) ...just as 
God said.”  Note that God’s role is this is diminished; God is described merely as a predictor of Pharaoh’s reaction. The 
use of the reflexive verb ַוּיֱֶחזַק indicates that it is Pharaoh himself who is hardening his heart. 
Plague 1: Blood  דם: Moses initiates the first plague, Pharaoh’s magicians likewise turn water into blood, and once again 
(Exodus 7:22) we see the same reaction, Pharaoh’s heart was hardened (ַוּיֱֶחזַק ). Pharaoh interpreted the plague as a 
magic trick, one his magician could also perform. 
Plague 2: Frogs צפרדע: (Exodus 8:11) Pharaoh had the same reaction as that to plague 1, but in describing his hard-
hardening, another reflexive verb   ְַכֵּבד֙ ה  is used. God is still not causing the heart-hardening; Pharaoh is doing that by 
himself.   
Plague 3: Lice  כנים: (Exodus 8:16) This time the magicians strike out, nonetheless we still see the same reaction by 
Pharaoh (and the text goes back to the reflexive verb ַוּיֱֶחזַק ). 
Plague 4: Wild animals ערב: (Exodus 8:28) Once more Pharaoh hardens his own heart, with the text going back to   ד  וַ ּיְַכֵּב֤
Plague 5: Pestilence דבר (Exodus 9:7) Pharaoh is still hardening his heart, using same verb as in plague 4 
Plague 6: Boils שכין (Exodus 9:12) Here we begin to see God come into direct play. “And God hardened ַויְַחֵּז֤ק 
Pharaoh’s heart, … just as God told Moses” 
Plague 7: Hail ברד: (Exodus 9:34-35) But here Pharaoh goes back to his old ways, hardening his heart, this time using 
both verbs ד ּיֱֶחזַ֙ק   and ַוּיְַכֵּב֥  
Plague 8: Locusts ארבה: (Exodus 10:20) God returns to harden Pharaoh’s heart, with language just like in plague 6 
Plague 9: Darkness חשך (Exodus 10:27) Again language just like plagues 6 and 8. 
 
I would summarize this by saying that Rashi is almost right; God steps into the picture at plague 6, and again at plagues 
8 and 9.  In six out of the first nine plagues it was Pharaoh himself who made the decision to “harden his heart,” 
without Divine cause. So where does one get the erroneous impression that God did all the hardening?  From the wrap 
up to the first nine plagues (Exodus 11:10) “And Moses and Aaron did all these wonders before Pharaoh, and the Lord 
hardened Pharaoh’s heart,” Though this is a summary verse, it is an overstatement of God’s role.  But God is not 
through.  When the plagues were over and the Israelites left Egypt we have (Exodus 14:4, 8) “And I will harden 
Pharaoh’s heart that he shall follow after them …And the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh King of Egypt, and he 
pursued after the people of Israel.”   
 
Pharaoh had free will after each of the first five plagues and chose not to free the Israelites. At plague 6 his free will 
was taken from him, then returned to him at plague 7, and then permanently taken away from him. Maimonides 
concludes from this story (and others) that “all who sinned willfully deserve to be prevented from repenting.” 



PICTURES FROM THE ISRAELI ELECTION 

This is how voting is done.  The voter picks one of these 18 slips, each 
designating a different party, and inserts it into the ballot box.  No hanging 
chad, no electronics, just old-fashioned voting. 

 

 

Two ads for Shas (the Sephardic religious party).  Bibi Netanyahu              
appears in both ads.  On the right he is accompanied by Rabbi Ovadia  
Yosef, the Chief Sephardic Rabbi of Israel (who founded the party in 
1984 and died in 2013). On the left he is accompanied by Rabbi Arye 
Deri, head of Shas.  The right ad reads “one vote, twice as good!” 
implying that a vote for Shas is also a vote for Bibi.  The left ad reads 
“Do not fear, Israel. Watching over Bibi, voting Shas.” 

 

This is a fascinating billboard promoting the 
Blue and White party. On the left is a picture 
of its party leader, Benny Gantz, with the 
message “Worries about Israel.” On the right 
is a dim picture of Bibi Netanyahu with the 
message “Worries about himself.”                        

A 
Another fascinating billboard, this in Yiddish posted in the religious 
communities by the Joint List (the Arab parties).  Its message: “Your 
voice against the draft law.”  

                                                                                                              

 

 

 

 

Our Book Group will next meet on <strong>Tuesday, March 10, 2020 at 10:00 am. The book to be discussed 
will be Yoram Hazony's The Jewish State: The Struggle for Israel's Soul. There will be no meeting in April, and 
the book to be discussed at the May 12 meeting will be James Carroll’s Constantine’s Sword: The Church and 
the Jews: A History. 

Lake Shore Drive Synagogue is a co-sponsor of the 2020 City Congregations JUF Event to be held at 7:00 pm 
on Wednesday, March 18, 2020 at Anshe Emet Synagogue. The speaker will be Bari Weiss, a New York 
Times columnist and author of How to Fight Anti-Semitism. For more information, please check with Alfred 
Altschul. 

Rabbi Bauman will be with us on Shabbat, March 7, where he will deliver a dvar torah in preparation for 
Purim.  He will also be with us on Shabbat, April 4, to deliver the Shabbat Hagadol sermon. Lake Shore Drive 
Synagogue invites you to a Friday night dinner at 6:45 pm on April 3. You should receive a mail flyer with all 
the details for arranging reservations to this event.    



LAKE SHORE DRIVE SYNAGOGUE FAMILY NEWS 
MAZEL TOV to:  
BOB MEDNICK on his induction into The Accounting Hall of Fame.  He will be inducted at the August 2020 meeting of 
the American Accounting Association. Bob has now achieved the “triple crown” in accounting, having received the 
International Federation of Accountants Lifetime Achievement Award and the AICPA Gold Medal of Distinction... 

OR!cuy kzn 
 
SINCEREST WISHES FOR COMPLETE RECOVERY to: 
JUDITH WOLFMAN who was hospitalized. 
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                                                                                                 KIDDUSHIM 

Addendum and Corrigendum: We thank the following for enhancing our ShabbaAtot by sponsoring Kiddushim in December 
and January. 

Dec 28  Table 18      in honor of the birthdays of Lee Strauss and Peter Malnekoff 
Aimee and Lee Strauss, Irena and David Azran, Gail and Jim Jarvis, Trudy and Baroukh Levi, Ken Barrish, Wes JJonBerg,  
Corwin Glick, Peter Malnekoff, Brian Press, Daniel Sabol, Stever Subar 
Jan  18  our Russian members     in honor of the shul 
Ludmila Gimmelshteyn, Bella Kats, Polina Lerner, Mikhail Krivoruk, Sara and Vlad Milgram, Svetlana and Konstantin 
Pasynkov, Anna Ryabovaya, Shoshana Shalaeva, Ida and Alexander Urin.      
 
We thank the following for enhancing our Shabbatot by sponsoring Kiddushim in March and April: 
Mar   7  Carol and Ed Millunchick    TBA 
Mar 14  the Matanky family      in honor of Jonah’s birthday  
Mar 21  Marion and George Siegel     in honor of Marion’s birthday     
Apr 25 Toby and Jerry Mann     in honor of their anniversary 
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As you can see, we need Kiddush sponsors for April, especially for our Pesach Kiddushim!!  A Kiddush can 
serve not only as a way of celebrating an event or as a means of honoring someone.  By saying L'Chaim ("To 
Life") with an appropriate libation at a Kiddush on the anniversary of a yahrzeit one mitigates the sadness of the 
occasion and reaffirms one's optimism for the future.  We encourage you to sponsor a Kiddush for the 
congregation.  We also invite you to become a Kiddush co-sponsor, by earmarking a contribution of $100 or more 
toward Kiddush sponsorship.  For details on how to do so please contact Shom Klaff at the synagogue office, 
312-337-6811.   
 

HONORABLE MENSHEN 
Lake Shore Drive Synagogue wishes to thank the following for their contributions. In memory of Bernard Finkel: Alice and Frank 
Kleinman, Roberta and Josh Miller, Diana and Sam Schuster, Aimee and Lee Strauss, Ellen and Albert Zickmann. In memory of 
Ron Marmer’s sister Sandra: Alice and Frank Kleinman, Michael Morgenstern, Diana and Sam Schuster, Henry Winograd. In 
memory of Tina and Bruce Corson’s nephew: Rose Dessau, Alice and Frank Kleinman, Diana and Sam Schuster. Marilynn and 
Jack Barrish: In memory of Alex Fozailoff. Tina and Bruce Corson: for the yahrzeit of their aunt Marcia Sterneck, father Irwin 
Corson, and father Milton Zorensky. Liliane Dayan: for the yahrzeit of Raymond Dayan. Rose Dessau: for the yahrzeit of her brother 
David Dessau and uncle Sol Dessau. Mina Grinshpan: for the yahrzeit of her mother Ida Meyerovna. Tsipora and Benny Hahamy: 
for the yahrzeit of Yoseph Reuveny. Bella Kats: for the yahrzeit of her mother, Esther Shapiro and in memory of Rabbi Eckstein. 
Edward Mazur: for the yahrzeit of his father David Mazur. Sandra McGrath: for the yahrzeits of William and Dorothy Meisel and of 
Louis and Sarah Newman. Michael Morgenstern: in memory of Trudy Levi’s mother, Esther Schwartz. Sonia and Sheldon Nahmod: 
in memory of Dorothy Greenfield. Gail and Donald Segal: for the yahrzeit of their father Joseph Segal.  Ede and Aaron Snyder: for 
the yahrzeits of their mother Lillian Foler, father Ben Snyder, and brother Martin Snyder. Aimee, Lee and Gary Strauss: in memory of 
Eric Hagoel and Simone Kamish. Ida and Alexander Urin: for the yahrzeit of their mother, Maria Entinov. Vita Land and Harold 
Zarkowsky: for the yahrzeits of their fathers, H. David Land and Nathan Zarkowsky.  Alice and Frank Kleinman: in honor of Lillian 
Dayan’s refuah shlaymah. In honor of Diana and Sam Schuster’s 50th wedding anniversary: Lynn and Alfred Altschul, Alice and 
Frank Kleinman, Roberta and Josh Miller, Henry Winograd. in honor of Tina and Bruce Corson’s 50th wedding anniversary: Lynn 
and Alfred Altschul, Diana and Sam Schuster. in honor of Walter March’s 80th birthday: Beverly Alpern, Lynn and Alfred 
Altschul, Alice and Frank Kleinman, Diana and Sam Schuster. Henry Winograd: in honor of Devora Snyder’s engagement to 
Shimron Sheffer. Marilynn and Jack Barrish: in honor of aliyot.: In appreciation of the shul’s hospitality: David Lewis, Leora and 
Asher Schlusselberg, Michael Silber 
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